
Our culture has adopted Christmas as a truly secular celebration rather than a Holy 
Day to remember the birth of Jesus. How should Christians respond to that trend 
publicly? What about within our families? 

Talking about Santa Claus 
Last weekend, we watched Elf with Will Ferrel as a church family, and considered 
what it had to say about Christmas, and the number one message of the movie was 
that “Christmas Spirit” meant belief in Santa. 

As a child, what did you think about Santa? 

Is belief in Santa good, bad, or neither? 

God’s “Naughty” List 
One “Santa” belief that can lead us away from the truth about God is the teaching that Santa 
has a list of who has been “naughty” or “nice.” This can lead us to believe that God will punish 
the “naughty” and reward the “nice” but the Bible teaches something different. 

Read Revelation 20:11-15. According to this passage, who gets sent to the “Lake of 
Fire” at the Day of Judgment? Who is spared? 

Is anyone “good enough” for heaven based on how they’ve lived? 

Read John 1:11-14 & John 3:16-17. Based on those verses, how does a person get 
spared from eternal judgment? 

What does it mean to receive Jesus and believe in him? 

Are you 100% sure you are on the Lamb’s List of Life? (If not, please share that with 
the group. Perhaps someone in the group might have some encouragement for you!) 

Jesus is Coming! 
One lesson from the movie that can lead us toward the truth of God comes from the fact that 
Buddy the Elf is overjoyed at the thought that Santa is coming. He is far more joyful about that 
than anyone else, and it’s all because Buddy, unlike the other New Yorkers, knows Santa! 

Read John 10:11-18 & John 10:22-30. How does Jesus feel about his sheep? How 
does he expect them to feel toward him? 

John 14:1-3 & 1 John 3:1-3. What do you think about Jesus’ return? Are you ready? 
Are you excited? 

One of the key lessons of Christmas is that the Savior who came once will 
keep his promise to come again, so we prepare ourselves with anticipation.  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